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A line worker calibrates a machine at the Ford Assembly Plant in Oakville in this undated file photo. The labour and energy costs as- 
sociated with maintaining such assembly plants is a factor behind GM Oshawa’s closure, says David Wojcik. (File Photo) 


Mississauga Board of Trade CEO 
David Wojcik says high labour and 
other operating costs may have doomed 
the GM Oshawa auto plant, and says 
other manufacturing could soon follow. 

“We have lost so many manufacturing 
jobs out of Canada because we have not 
been competitive in a number of areas,” 
Wojcik told Newstalk Sauga 960. “Our 
wages are high compared with other ju- 
risdictions outside of Canada. Our en- 
ergy costs are higher. You really have to 


look at that and ask that question. What 
message does it send it to other compa- 
nies and to other unions that it’s just too 
expensive to do business here in On- 
tario and here in Canada.” 

On Monday, GM caught Canadians off 
guard with its announced closure of the 
Oshawa manufacturing facility. 

The shutdown will affect almost 3000 
assembly line workers out of the au- 
tomaker’s total workforce of 8,150. 

PM Justin Trudeau said; “I spoke with 


GM (Chief Executive) Mary Barra to ex- 
press my deep disappointment in the 
closure,” adding he would he would, “do 
everything we can to help the families 
affected by this news get back on their 
feet.” 

The devastating news ending auto 
production in Oshawa is a huge blow to 
workers in Canada’s manufacturing 
centre. 
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--NOV.26TH LADIES NIGHT — 
at: POSTA Italbar Cucina Port oe -9: OOPM 


| DEC. 2np LAUNCH 
at ‘Roc’n Doc’ s, Port Credit 4:30 M-8: 30PM 


DEC.4TH Family Friendly TURKEY DINNER 
at: Oasis Banquet Hall, Lakeview 6:30PM-9:30PM 


DEC.8TH BREAKFAS Tat the DRAKE 
at: Drake a Firkin Pub 8:00am-11:00PM 


DEC.10TH BAD HOMBRES NIGHT 
at: Cabin, Lakeview 6:00PM-9:30PM 


DEC.12TH BITE at the BROGUE 
at: Brogue Inn 6:30PM-8:30PM 


CHARLES SOUSA TURKEY DRIVE 
Till December 10th 
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Province rings in Credit Valley’s redevelopment 


by Alex Gregory 


A Mississauga hospital 


marked a major funding 
milestone Thursday morn- 
ing with the help of the 
province. 

Credit Valley Hospital an- 
nounced that it had com- 
pleted the third phase of its 


redevelopment project, 
which has seen more than 
20,000 square feet of new 
space open to handle pa- 
tient demand, as well asa 
fully-renovated emergency 
department and introduc- 
tion of new technologies 


including robotics-assisted 
surgery. 

"Today marks the next 
phase of a journey to de- 
liver a new level of health- 
care," said Trillium Health 
Partners president Michele 
DiEmanuele to a packed 


Local dignitaries, Trillium Health Partners CEO Michele DiEmanuele jecnie) and Premier Doug 
Ford (centre-left) cut a ribbon at Credit Valley Hospital on Nov. 22, 2018. (PWN Staff Photo) 


crowd. "The change has 
been palpable." 

Representatives from the 
province, including Pre- 
mier Doug Ford and Health 
Minister Christine Elliot, 
were on-hand to discuss 
the funding completion 
and the implications for 
ending “hallway medicine”, 
where patient demand ex- 
ceeds the number of avail- 
able beds. 

Among the added up- 
grades are added space 
that will support care for 
107,000 additional emer- 
gency department visits 
and 17,000 surgeries, ded- 
icated paediatric and men- 
tal health treatment areas 
and new high-accuracy 
computed tomography 
(CT) scanners. 

"This is an exciting day 
for the people of Missis- 
sauga, especially those 
who rely on CVH for cut- 
ting-edge healthcare," said 
Elliot. "It will help us move 
closer to ending hallway 
medicine... and this is a 
major step." 


The brainchild of former 
Mayor Hazel McCallion and 
a group of committed fun- 
ders and advocates, the 
hospital opened in 1985 
and has since to become 
one of the region’s busiest 
health centres, serving a 
catchment area of more 
than 1.2 million residents 
in Peel and surrounding 
areas. 

Despite that, the needs of 
the community are greater 
than ever, said Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie. 

"We hear about (the 
community’s needs each 
and every day," said Crom- 
bie, who suggested that the 
City would be interested in 
hosting discussions with 
the province about the cre- 
ation of a third Trillium 


hospital within Missis- 
sauga’s borders. 
"When it comes to 


healthcare, we can't sit 
back and wait," she said. 
"We must never stop to 
make infrastructure... it's 
always evolving, always 
changing." 


Ford heralded the an- 
nouncement as a major 
win against hallway medi- 
cine, referring to stories 
he’s heard from nurses and 
doctors across the 
province. 

“Everyone has a story 
they’ve gone through with 
a loved one,” said Ford, 
who spoke about how hos- 
pitals often have to deal 
with staffing shortages and 
waitlists for beds. “I never 
want that to happen to any 
other family.” 

During the event, Elliot 
said that the province 
would be investing more 
than $300 million through 
2019 to support the addi- 
tion of 6,000 new long- 
term care beds in local 
hospitals, part of a larger 
goal to add 15,000 new 
long-term care beds over 
the next five years. 

"Projects like (this) are 
bringing us one step closer 
to ending hallway health 
care, and creating a sus- 
tainable health care sys- 
tem," said Elliot. 


“It’s more expensive to do business here”: Wojcik 


Continued from Pg 1 


Wojcik says GM’s Oshawa 
closure may reflect the harsh 
reality, Canada’s lack of com- 
petitiveness may be pushing 
manufacturing operations 
out of the country. 

“If companies can find ju- 
risdictions where it’s less ex- 
pensive to do business, their 
responsibility is to their 
shareholders and the bottom 
line, therefore they have to 
make those decisions that 
are good for their business.” 

He points to high Canadian 
labour and energy costs as 
key drivers, which may be 
tipping the balance in favour 
of moving manufacturing 
operations to other jurisdic- 
tions. 

“We have to be mindful 
that wages are a huge part of 


the financial equation. If 
wages and operating costs 
are offside here in Ontario 
with other jurisdictions then 
businesses are going to grav- 
itate to jurisdictions that give 
them a more competitive ad- 
vantage.” 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford 
reached out to GM following 
the announcement to see if 
anything can be done to pre- 
vent the move. 

“The first thing I said is, 
‘What can we do? What do 
we have to do?’” said Ford, 
after his phone conversation 
with GM Canada’s president, 
Travis Hester. “He said the 
ship has already left the 
dock.” 

Union boss Jerry Dias, na- 
tional president of Unifor, 
ripped GM's announcement 
saying it breaks the deal with 


workers. He told stunned 
workers, "You're the No. 1 
plant that [GM's] got, They 
are not closing our damn 
plant without one hell of a 
fight." 

However harsh it may be 
for workers, family members 
and the province, it ulti- 
mately comes down to a 
business decision, Wojcik 
said. 

“Business has been beating 
this drum for years that the 
cost of doing business in 
Canada is much too high. It’s 
more expensive to do busi- 
ness here than in other juris- 
dictions. Is this the 
watershed moment where 
we start to see what manu- 
facturing we have left? Do 
we start to see them move to 
other jurisdictions.” 
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Mississauga Board of Trade CEO David Wojcik speaks with Newstalk Sauga 960AM’s Marc Patrone 
on Nov. 22, 2018. (PWN Staff Photo) 
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Maple Leaf to consolidate Brampton factory 


by Alex Gregory 


Maple Leaf Foods, 
which operates its head- 
quarters out of Missis- 
sauga, announced 
Monday morning that it 
will be shuttering its 
Brampton-based packag- 
ing plant and centralizing 
its operations in London, 
Ont. 

The move is part of a 
company-wide — restruc- 
turing that will see the 
Brampton plant,  cur- 
rently located on Orenda 
Road, and two. other 
packaging plants in On- 
tario being consolidated 
and moved to a new 
640,000 sq. ft., $660 mil- 
lion facility in London. 

In a statement, Maple 
Leaf CEO Michael McCain 
said that the company 
“deeply regrets” the im- 
pact the closings will 
have on the local area, 
pointing to outdated 
equipment and faclities 


as a key factor for the de- 
cision. 

"While these closures 
are several years away we 
are informing our people 
well in advance, allowing 
us to openly communi- 
cate and support them 
through this long-term 
transition,” said McCain 
Monday, who explained 
that the company will be 
offering jobs for affected 
workers at the new facil- 
ity and other Maple Leaf 
plants. 

The new facility was 
funded in part by a $3.54 
million investment from 
the province, which is set 
to add more than 1,450 
jobs to London’s local 
economy. 

“(This is) not only the 
largest investment in the 
poultry industry, but the 
largest investment in 
food-processing ever in 
Canada,” Premier Doug 


Ford said during a press 
conference at the Cana- 
dian Centre for Product 
Validation. 

The move is also ex- 
pected to create 1,700 
jobs in the construction 
and spinoff sectors, said 
Ford. 


The Brampton facility, 
along with Maple Leaf’s 
Toronto plant on Ethel 
Avenue, are expected to 
close by mid-2022, fol- 
lowing the closure of the 
company’s St. Mary’s fa- 
cility in 2021. 


"This (London) facility 
will enable Maple Leaf to 
meet the steadily growing 
consumer demand for 
premium, value-added 
poultry products, and 
strengthen Canada's food 
system," said McCain. 


Two Peel officers charge 


with multiple offenses 


A pair of veteran officers 
with nearly four decades of 
experience between them 
have been arrested and 
charged with multiple of- 
fenses in two unrelated in- 
vestigations, less than a 
week apart from each 
other. 

Peel Police announced on 
Nov. 16 that Sergeant Badal 
Kaushal had been arrested 
and charged with two 
counts of assault and one 
count of assault with a 
weapon related to an inci- 
dent that occurred in 
Brampton in May 2017. 

Kaushal, a 19-year vet- 
eran of the force, was the 
subject of an investigation 


4. 


by the force’s Professional 
Standards Bureau as a re- 
sult of the incident, where 
he assaulted a 44 year-old 
female and 33 year-old fe- 
male while on-duty. Both 
victims sustained minor 
injuries during the inci- 
dent. 

Kaushal was also 
charged in relation to an 
on-duty incident in July 
2017, where he assaulted a 
53 year-old man who sus- 
tained minor injuries. 

On Nov. 21, the force an- 
nounced that 17-year vet- 
eran Sergeant Eric Malone 
had also been charged with 
breach of trust, one count 
of theft under $5,000 and 


—-. ¥ cat 


one count of theft over 
$5,000 related to an inci- 
dent that happened in Apr. 
2016. 

Both men will appear for 
in Brampton court on Dec. 
17. 

In a statement, outgoing 
Peel Police Chief Jennifer 
Evans said that the force 
works to maintain trans- 
parency when dealing with 
allegations of police mis- 
conduct. 

“Our officers are held to 
a high standard in order to 
maintain the trust that we 
have worked so hard to 
build within our commu- 
nity,” Evans said. 


death rule 


The remains of a 42 year- 
old Mississauga woman 
have led investigators to 
conclude that the incident 
was a homicide, Peel Police 
announced Tuesday 
evening. 

Investigators from the 
Homicide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau have been in- 
vestigating the case, which 
dates back to Sep. 2018. 

Officers responded to re- 
ports of found human re- 
mains that were located in a 
bush area adjacent to a util- 
ity box located on the south 
east corner of Glen Erin 
Drive and Dunwin Drive, 


d Mississauga woman’s 
a homicide 


City of Mississauga. 

The human remains were 
later identified to be 42 
year-old Xiuyan Chen, who 
had previously been re- 
ported missing on July 28. 

The Homicide and Miss- 
ing Persons Bureau said in 
a statement that Chen met 
with foul play and was the 
victim of a homicide. 

Investigators are appeal- 
ing for witnesses or anyone 
who may have information 
concerning this investiga- 
tion to contact the Homi- 
cide and Missing Persons 
Bureau at (905) 453-2121, 


ext. 3205. 
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Trudeau’s media bailout a cynical and dangerous attack on free speech 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


As we saw with the 
Trudeau government’s 
$4.56 Trans Mountain 


pipeline debacle, the Liber- 
als think they can fix com- 
plex problems by throwing 
huge amounts of public dol- 
lars at them. 

Got an issue? Here’s a 
truckload of borrowed cash 
to deal with it. If it turns 
into a dumpster fire as in 
the case of our energy sec- 
tor, who cares. Just add the 
bill to our exploding na- 
tional debt. No problemo. 

They obviously couldn’t 
care less about the deterio- 
rating state of our public fi- 
nances. If the Tories win the 
next election and have to 
cut spending, the Liberals 
can scream they ‘told you 
so’ about hard-hearted Con- 
servative program cuts. 

In Ontario, the Liberals 
ran up the credit card for 15 
years and now shed croco- 
dile tears over those nasty 
Tory program cuts, as Doug 
Ford reins in runaway 
spending. It’s a tired rou- 
tine. 

At the federal level; hav- 
ing already been exposed as 
liars when they vowed to 
run a ‘small short term 
deficit’. There’s little politi- 
cal benefit to the Liberals in 


holding the line on spending 
at this point. 

With less than a year to go 
before Canadians go to the 
polls, this latest fiscal up- 
date is all about spending 
big and positioning the Lib- 
eral government as caring 
about the economy despite 
our stagnant growth and 
the exodus of billions in in- 
vestment capital. 

To say this government 
has been a colossal dud as 
managers of our economy is 
an understatement. 

It is in the hijacking of 
what’s left of independent 
media that this govern- 
ment's black-hearted cyni- 
cism is laid bare for all to 
see. 

Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau announced his 
government media fund 
will, "protect the vital role 
that independent news 
media play in our democ- 
racy and in our communi- 
ties." The government's 
proposed media bailout 
would create "an independ- 
ent panel of journalists" 
that will define what "pro- 
fessional journalism" is and 
choose who can qualify for 
the government tax breaks 
for news production. 

The Trudeau government 
is framing its $595 million 
media fund as their way of 
‘protecting trusted sources 
and the independence’ of 
Canada’s journalism. 


Apparently, you can pro- 
mote independence by put- 
ting failing, mostly 
left-wing legacy news oper- 
ations on government life 
support. Who knew? 

You see, by making them 
dependent on tax dollars, 
we protect their independ- 
ence. Get it? If you don’t, 
welcome to the Liberal’s Or- 
wellian bafflegab. 

Having the government 
offer to “protect” media is 
like asking a pack of raven- 
ous coyotes offer to do secu- 
rity detail at your chicken 
coop. 

‘Trust us, they say. But 
who precisely is going to 
protect media from the Lib- 
eral government? The gov- 
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Keep up to date with the 
Real Estate market - upload 
the new Keller Williams 
mobile app today. 
https://app.kw.com/KW2P776M5/ 


ernment’s natural inclina- 
tion is to shut down criti- 
cism lest it erode political 
support ahead of the elec- 
tion next year. Making 
media ‘wards of the state’ 
will ensure they’ll be even 
more compliant than usual. 

Even with an overwhelm- 
ingly left wing media, this 
government doesn’t want to 
leave anything to chance. 

They know their policies, 
including carbon taxes, will 
be a hard sell next election 
campaign. 

With this media hijack, it 
appears the Liberals will 
have an even bigger PR ma- 
chine than usual; one that 
includes more private 
sources as well as their 
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army of reliable sycophants 
at the public broadcaster. 

They’ll bail out half-dead 
left wing media sources, 
thereby rewarding them for 
decades of having loyally 
served as little more than 
apologists for liberal poli- 
cies. 

Throwing public money at 
dying media won’t restore 
public trust in those sources 
of liberal spin, but it might 
help hold off budding inde- 
pendent online publications 
from emerging in their 
place. 

What the government 
calls “trusted” media 
sources lost the trust of 
Canadians a long time ago. 
That’s one big reason why 


kw 


consumers don’t bother 
with them anymore. 

Everyday, Canadian con- 
tent consumers massively 
reject liberal media know- 
ing instinctively they’re not 
getting the straight goods. 

People instinctively gravi- 
tate toward media they 
trust, and avoid those they 
don’t. That’s why, for all the 
tax dollars it burns through 
year after year, CBC News 
can barely draw flies. 

Consumers want alterna- 
tives, not government 
bailouts of media they have 
no faith in. The government 
thinks it can appoint a blue 
ribbon panel to pick “good” 
media from “bad” media. 

Gee, where do you think 
this panel is going to come 
from? It’ll come from the 
same failed sources of lib- 
eral media that are so des- 
perate for whatever cash 
they can get their hands on. 

This is an attempt to hi- 
jack the message ahead of 
the election, by literally buy- 
ing off the media and prop- 
ping up “trusted” sources of 
liberal spin. 

It should be rejected out of 
hand as a transparently cyn- 
ical ploy to undermine free- 
dom of speech in Canada. 


Marc Patrone is_ the 
managing editor of Peel 
Weekly News. 

marc@mpatrone.com 
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Rockers raise much-needed funds for Brampton hospitals 


by Alex Gregory 


Downtown Brampton was 
the place to be Saturday 
night, as marquee rockers 
Alan Doyle and the Sam 
Roberts Band took to the 
stage to raise much-needed 
funds for local hospitals 
during the seventh annual 
Osler Foundation gala. 

The annual fundraiser, 
held at the Rose Theatre, 
brought in more than 
$700,000 to benefit desper- 
ately-needed services at 
William Osler’s Brampton 
Civic and Peel Memorial, 
along with Etobicoke Gen- 
eral Hospital. 

The hospital system, 
which serves an estimated 
1.3 million residents in 
Brampton, Etobicoke and 
surrounding communities, 
is one of the busiest in 
Canada, and has been a 
focus of politicians as of 
late due to the challenges 
facing its front-line workers 
and changing demograph- 
ics. 

“It’s amazing to experi- 
ence the energy that is cre- 
ated when so many come 
together for a cause,” Osler 
president Ken Mayhew said 
during the gala. “(People 
are) committed to raising 
funds to support quality 
health care for our growing 
community.” 


Tree sf 


The gala included a live 
fundraiser to support the 
equipment for four rooms 
at Peel Memorial, as well as 
meet-and-greet opportuni- 
ties with both participating. 

The challenges facing 
Osler’s Brampton locations 
have been a key topic as of 
late, as unfunded urgent 
care visits have soared over 
the last year, alongside the 
rise of “hallway medicine”, 
where patients may be 
waiting for days or even 
weeks for treatment while 
languishing in crowded cor- 
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ridors. 

Last year, Peel Memorial’s 
Urgent Care Centre only re- 
ceived funding for 6,250 
visits despite seeing over 
61,950 patients — leading to 
over 55,000 unfunded vis- 
its. This year, the centre ex- 
pects the number of 
unfunded patient visits to 
hit 67,750. 

Additionally, 
Civic went into a “Code 
Gridlock” status, where 
more patients were left 
waiting for admission than 
there were beds available, a 
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total of 114 days last year. 

Earlier this year, the NDP 
attempted to rally support 
for additional funding for 
Peel Memorial, as well as 
support the construction of 
a new hospital to serve the 
growing needs of the area. 

“Brampton families de- 
serve so much better than 
the hallway medicine, 
crowded emergency rooms 
and painfully long waits 
they've been _ suffering 
through,” NDP leader An- 
drea Horwath said at the 
time. 
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Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


“There’s a better way for- 
ward.” 


Late last week, the 


provincial government said 
that it was committed to 
ending hallway medicine in 
the province during a stop 
at Credit Valley Hospital to 
celebrate the completion of 
its 20-year redevelopment 


process. 
"We promised (Ontario) 
we would end_ hallway 
health care," Premier Doug 
Ford said. " (We are) taking 
another important step to- 
ward making sure that 
everyone in Ontario has ac- 
cess to the high-quality care 
they expect and deserve." 
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Tia ETAL 


by Bruce Marshall 


Some people seem to be 
losing their stuff over the 
government subsidies to 
General Motors. Appar- 
ently, the NDP are calling 
for further subsidy to try to 
keep General Motors here. 

For those bemoaning the 
subsidies - I agree, to some 
extent. It ended up being 
wasted money. 

Yet again, we've give an 
American corporation a big 
suitcase of Maple-Dollars to 
spirit across the border. 

However, let's rewind the 
clock to when those subsi- 
dies were being asked for. 
Would any government of 
any stripe be willing to say 
no and watch jobs evapo- 
rate? Couldn't be done. 

Now we can criticize the 
terms of the agreements. 
But pretty much, these cor- 
porations have government 
over a barrel when they're 
threatening job loss. 

However, another issue 
here we must keep in mind 
is that factories are au- 
tomating. Most are at least 
semi-automated now. A lot 
has been said about manu- 
facturing moving to China 
due to cheaper labour. Well, 
many of those plants that 
started with cheap labour 
have been entirely con- 
verted to full-automation. 
No humans involved. 
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Let's remember, too, that 
many of our own factories 
are partway through this 
evolution. And it could be 
that some keep just enough 
human staff around to at- 
tract a subsidy. It may be 
cynical to suppose. But, it 
also may be good finance. 

However, economic tools 
such as subsidies are not 
only applied in industries 
like auto making, nor in 
manufacturing generally. 

While we may be seeing 
some failures like this in 
the latter days of humans 
being needed for manufac- 
turing - there are a lot of 
thriving industries that 
can't do without human in- 
volvement. 

At least, so far. 

This week in downtown 
Brampton a TV series has 
stopped in to dress the area 
up to double for Staten Is- 
land, New York. 

This little production is 
part of a $3 billion a year 
industry on the Greater 
Toronto-Hamilton Area. 
Film and TV Production ac- 
counts as the third largest 
industry sector in the 
GTHA. Solidly behind Bank- 
ing/Finance and Food/Bev- 
erage. Somewhere around 
50,000 people in the area 
are employed in the sector. 

While some of these pro- 


ductions are shows in from 
Los Angeles, a huge num- 
ber are also produced en- 
tirely in the GTHA by 
Canadians - for Canadians 
and an international mar- 
ket. 

Now, this $3  billion-a- 
year sector didn't exist any- 
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where near like it does 
today, 60 years ago. It was 
an industry in it's infancy. 
There were stops and 
starts. But the thing that 
has been a constant is in- 
vestment from government 
to spur the industry along. 

The huge success of 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MIB 
O/T 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


GM bailout an opportunity to gain perspective 


Canadians in music such as 
Shawn Mendes, Alessia 
Cara and Drake is also tes- 
tament to how government 
invested in an industry sec- 
tor - and it is now paying 
off. 

So, as we consider the 
wisdom of government in- 


vestment in the GM case - 
with the 20-20 vision of 
hindsight to inform 
us...Let's also consider that 
this economic tool has also 
paid huge profits over the 
years. It has returned in- 
vestment far more than it 
has been a sunk cost. 
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Nationwide arrest warrant out for 23 Constable nets award 
year-old Mississauga man 


The region’s homicide and 
missing persons bureau has 
put out a Canada-wide ar- 
rest warrant on a Missis- 
sauga man wanted in an 


attempted murder _ that 
happened’ earlier this 
month. 


The announcement was 
made Monday morning 
after an incident that oc- 
curred in the Delmonte 
Crescent and Brandon Gate 
Drive area in Mississauga 
on Nov. 10. 

Police responded during 
the late evening to a report 
of shots being fired, and 
subsequently located a ve- 
hicles that had collided 
with several other parked 
cars, along with several 
shell casings being left on 
the ground. 

Investigators believe that 
the parties involved in the 
shooting fled the area be- 
fore police arrived. The in- 
tended victim of the 
shooting was later identi- 
fied and found to have not 
sustained any injuries. 

23 year-old Travon Ed- 
wards-Bryan, of Missis- 
sauga, was identified as the 
shooting suspect, and po- 
lice executed a search war- 


rant at his property this 
past Sunday, though he was 
not located there. 

Sources with Peel Re- 
gional Police say that Ed- 
wards-Bryan is evading 
capture and a threat to pub- 
lic safety. 


Edwards-Bryan is de- 
scribed as male black, 6’4”, 
approximately 170 lbs with 
a medium build and consid- 
ered armed and dangerous. 

If observed, do not ap- 
proach and call 911 immedi- 
ately. 


Residents with additional 
information on Edwards- 
Bryan’s whereabouts are 
asked to call Peel Police’s 
Homicide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau at 905-453- 
2121, ext. 3205. 


at Safe City conference 


Constable Elaine Fowler 
was recently recognized for 
her extraordinary contribu- 
tion to Crime Prevention 
and her outstanding work 
with youth in Peel Region. 

She was awarded the Bell 
Hero Award during Safe City 
Mississauga’s annual Crime 
Prevention Conference last 
week. 

The Bell Hero Awards ho- 
nour an individual, an or- 
ganization and a young 
person in Mississauga who 
has made an extraordinary 
contributions including but 
are not limited to, volunteer 
service, heroism, initiative 
and action, helping the com- 
munity, and innovation. 

Fowler was acknowledged 
for her successful youth ini- 
tiative presentations at local 
high schools, including 


‘Identifying Vulnerabilities 
in Youth’, which she has pre- 
sented to almost 55,000 stu- 
dents since 2015. 

She was also responsible 
for creating a Domestic 
Human Trafficking presen- 
tation which answers the 
need to inform adults about 
this growing crime trend 
and to support efforts in 
identifying possible victims 
or environments where this 
is occurring. 

Keynote speakers at the 
conference included mem- 
bers from Integrated Na- 
tional Security Enforcement 
Team, Royal Canadian 
Mountain Police, and Peel 
Regional Police’s very own 
Detective Feras Ismail, of 
the Equity & Inclusion Bu- 
reau. 


May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


May Monteiro 
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Police urging caution 
after series of ee 


A series of gun-related in- 
cidents occurring within 24 
hours of each other has led 
Peel Police to issue a public 
safety advisory in regards to 
the level of violence. 

The three incidents, which 
all took place in public 
spaces and had two occur- 
ring in broad daylight, are of 
great concern to the com- 
munity, said Peel Police 
chief Jennifer Evans. 

“These incidents will be 
investigated — thoroughly 
using all available resources 
in an effort to take guns off 
the street and arrest those 
responsible,” said Evans. 
“Community safety is our 
highest priority and our em- 
ployees will continue to 
work hard to reduce inci- 
dents of violence.” 

The series of incidents 
took place last week, with 
the first happening late on 
the evening of Tuesday, 
Nov. 20 when a 26 year-old 
Brampton man was shot at 
by occupants of a passing 
car while driving on High- 
way 410 in Brampton. The 
man was later treated for 
minor injuries at a nearby 


spital. 

e second occurred just 
inane hours later at the 
corner of Dixie Road and 
Queen Street, when an indi- 
vidual fired several shots in 
the direction of a restau- 
rant. None of the staff or 
diners inside the restaurant 
were injured, and the sus- 
pect fled prior to police ar- 
rival. 

The suspect in this inci- 
dent is described as a man 
wearing dark pants, a grey 
hooded top with fur on the 
hood. 

A few minutes later, at the 
corner of Main Street and 
Steeles Avenue, police re- 
ceived calls of an individual 
firing shots at a pharmacy 
which had several cus- 


tomers inside. 

No one was hurt in the in- 
cident, and the suspect fled 
before police arrived. 


The suspect in the third | 


incident is described as 
black male, wearing a black 
hooded jacket, grey pants 
and had a black scarf cover- 
ing his face. 

“Our officers are working 
dilligently to locate those re- 
sponsible for these inci- 
dents and to ensure they are 
brought to justice,” police 
said in a release Friday. 

Residents with informa- 
tion about the three afore- 
mentioned incidents can 
submit tips anonymously by 
calling Crime Stoppers at 1- 
888-222-TIPS (8477). 


Winter weather set to blanket Brampton 


With inclement weather 
and low temperatures ap- 
proaching quickly, Bramp- 
ton’s maintenance division 
is advising residents to be 
ready this winter. 

“Snow Is one thing that af- 
fects everyone,” said 
Brampton Public Works 
commissioner Bruce 
Zvaniga Tuesday morning. 
“We've worked hard to 
make sure we're ready, with 
a full operations plan in 
place. There is no other reg- 
ular event that involves 
such a large coordinated re- 
sponse from the City... we’re 
all working together to 
make sure Brampton resi- 
dents can get around safely 
this winter. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


The first priority for city 
crews is to salt and plow pri- 
mary roads. The main roads 
carry higher volumes of 
traffic, are on a Brampton 
Transit/Ziim bus route, or 
have a Peel separate or pub- 
lic school on them. These 
roads are salted and then 
plowed continuously. 

Once primary roads are 
cleared, crews will begin 
salting residential streets. 
These are neighbourhood 
streets that carry lower vol- 
umes of traffic. 

Residents are advised that 
plowing operations on resi- 
dential streets will only 
commence when at least 7.5 
cm (3 inches) of snow falls 
in a single storm. 


The City also plows and 
sands recreational trails in 
parks, as well as sidewalks 
that are on a primary road, 
on a Brampton 
Transit/Ziim route, in front 
of a City park or facility or 
facing the curb. All other 
sidewalks are the responsi- 
bility of the property owner. 

Crews aim to have all 
roads, sidewalks and recre- 
ational trails maintained 
within 24 hours after a 
snowfall ends, but this 
might take longer if weather 
conditions are severe. 

Residents can help by 
clearing the sidewalk in 
front of and beside their 
home by 11 a.m. the day 
after a snowfall. Dont 
shovel snow from your 
property onto the road or 
sidewalk. 

When it snows, don’t park 
on the street until it has 
been salted or plowed. 

For more information on 
snow clearing status up- 
dates and additional infor- 
mation, visit the City of 
Brampton website at 
brampton.ca/snow or fol- 
low @CityBrampton on 
Twitter. 


—e- 
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As time goes on and the cost of living continues to 
increase, it is easy to become worried about how to 


make ends meet. 


There are many options that are not pet-friendly. 
Sell ‘n STAY not only allows you to keep your furry 
friends, but to continue to live in the home that both 
you and your pets are familiar with. 

Sell ‘n STAY which is a sale and lease back program 
offers a practical and reliable way to help you face an 
uncertain future with confidence. It can change your 
life and give you the fresh start you deserve. 
Before you consider a reverse mortgage, call me 
at 647-298-0997 to discuss 
this great opportunity. 


THERESA BAIRD 
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New BBOT chairman a “Mann on a mission” 


Headwaters Tourism 
announced last week 
that two new execu- 
tives have joined their 
board - sustainable 
tourism expert Ed- 
uardo Laforgue and 
local resident/veteran 
marketing guru Maria 
Burton. 

Both executives, who 
make up Headwaters 
Tourism’s new leader- 
ship team, will be 
working to improve 
tourism opportunities 
and exposure through- 
out Caledon and the 
surrounding regions. 

The Headwaters 
board is very excited 
to welcome the two 
new executives, who 
are bringing a large 
amount of destination 
marketing and global 
tourism experience to 


the region, said chair 
Maria Britto last Friday. 

"Eduardo and Maria 
bring a leadership style 
and capacity to translate a 
globally-inspired vision 
into a regional reality 
right here in the Hills,” 
Britto said, noting that 
Headwaters will embark 
on an expanded outreach 
initiative to attract new 
audiences and enhance 
connections with existing 
partners across the region. 

“2019 will be an exciting 
year for Headwaters 
Tourism as we celebrate 
our 25th anniversary,” she 
noted. 

Laforgue has directed 
over 80 tourism develop- 
ment projects in 25 coun- 
tries, including Europe, 
North and South America, 
Northern Africa, the Mid- 
dle East and India, work- 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


For the new chair of the 
Brampton Board of Trade, 
being a strong voice for the 
business community was part 
of why he became a board 
member in the first place. 

"T (wanted to) support en- 
trepreneurs with advice, as- 
sist them with financing, 
introduce them to partners 
and to make a difference,” 
said Manpreet Mann, who of- 
ficially took over as BBOT’s 
new chair for 2019 during an 
event held Thursday morning 
at the Brampton Golf Club. 
“This role will continue to 
allow me to do so." 

Mann replaces Heather 
Strati, who served as the 
chair for the 2018 term. 

Having worked for over 20 
years in the banking sector, 
Mann has served with CIBC, 
Scotiabank and the Business 
Development Bank of 
Canada, managing a team of 
dedicated individuals that 


ing with high-profile 
clients including Antigua 
& Barbuda, St Lucia, 
Bermuda and numerous 
rural tourism develop- 
ment agencies in Europe 

As Headwaters’ execu- 
tive director, Laforgue will 
implement board strate- 
gies, policies and deci- 
sions. He will also work 
with his team to devise 
and implement strategies 
to ensure long-term via- 
bility and sustainability. 

Burton, born and raised 
a Mono resident, is a 20- 
year CEO and veteran in 
marketing, tourism, media 
and sponsorship. 

As an executive, she has 
cultivated economic devel- 
opment, tourism and 
sports marketing develop- 
ment experience from 
transnational destinations 
throughout the world, in- 


provide financing and con- 
sulting solutions to small and 
medium growth oriented 
companies in Canada. 

He has also helped mentor 
men and women with a his- 
tory of mental health and ad- 
diction challenges by 
providing business coaching 
on how to successfully run 
their businesses. 

In his time with BBOT, 
Mann has also served as a di- 
rector, executive committee 
member and a vice-chair of 
finance. 

In his inaugural address to 
members and community ad- 
vocates, Mann said that he 
wants to improve the board’s 
focus on innovation, and 
wants to be a strong advocate 
for business. 

"One of the first things that 
I hear when visiting entrepre- 
neurs is how hard it is to find 
talent and skilled labour,” said 
Mann. “Businesses must find 


cluding California, 
Colorado, Utah, New 
Zealand, Australia, Fiji 
and British Columbia. 
She has also helped 
foster relationships, 
sponsor and partner- | 
ship development with 
many companies and | 
groups, including Des- | 
tination BC, the Van- 
couver Olympics team 
in 2010, Red Bull, Sub- 
aru, Mitsubishi, Vail 
Resorts, CBS and Out- 
side Television. 

As marketing direc- 
tor, Burton will over- 
see marketing, 
product and partner 
program development 
strategies, brand and 
new marketing initia- 
tives, media, social, 
digital strategies and 
public relations for 
Headwaters Tourism. 


news ways to innovate in 
order to grow." 

His sentiments were shared 
by BBOT CEO Todd Letts, 
who said that the past year 
has seen more people partic- 
ipating in innovation projects 
and economic development 
initiatives, including board 
roundtables on small busi- 
ness tax reform and work- 
force challenges. 

Brampton’s business com- 
munity is in good hands, said 
Letts. 

“Heather Strati has set the 
bar high for business leaders. 
I look forward to (Mann’s) 
strong ideas for better collab- 
oration, innovation and inter- 
national trade.” 

Three new board members 
also joined this year, includ- 
ing Motify founder Shauna 
Kay-Jones, CN marketing di- 
rector Shauna McMillan and 
Just Instruments CEO Kan- 
war Dhanjal. 


Two new executives on deck at Headwaters 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-881 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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MiWay unveils new airport express route for commuters 


by Alex Gregory 


A new bus route unveiled 
last week in Mississauga is 
set to bring a big boost of 
transit to the city’s north- 
eastern sector. 

The Route 100 - Airport 
Express line, which runs 
from Winston Churchill 
Station to Toronto Pearson 
International Airport, is 
now running weekdays, 
running every 16 minutes 
from 4 a.m. - 7 p.m., along 
with connections at 12 
MiWay stations, Brampton 
Transit, GO Transit and 
the TTC. 

“There’s always been a 
demand for this (route),” 
said City of Mississauga 


41. eeeeeerre 


transportation commis- 
sioner Geoff Wright Fri- 
day, prior to a chartered 
trip hosted by the city 
where dignitaries and 
guests, including Minister 
of Innovation Navdeep 
Bains and Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, traveled the 
route and learned more 
about its development. 
The new route will serv- 
ice customers in the down- 
town core and airport 
centre, along with over 
40,000 workers who use 
transit to travel to and 
from Pearson, said Wright. 
The new route launched 
on Oct. 29, and has already 


received positive 
ments, said Crombie. 

“Tt was just a matter of 
time until we made it hap- 
pen,” said Crombie, noting 
that the city relied on feed- 
back from residents, met- 
rics from PRESTO card 
usage and_ stakeholder 
groups to shape develop- 
ment of the route, which 
runs through the Missis- 
sauga ‘Transitway. The 
new route is part of the 
city’s continuing focus on 
transit, building out on es- 
tablished infrastructure 
plans and the Hurontario 
LRT. 

“When the LRT is fin- 


com- 


ished, you’ll be able to ac- 
cess a lot of other serv- 
ices,” she said. “We are 
very supportive of transit.” 

The new route was made 
possible with support from 
the federal government’s 
Public Transit Infrastruc- 
ture program, which 
matched the city’s existing 
transit funding with a $58 
million boost. 

The program is provid- 
ing support to the city in 
the form of funding 13 new 
buses, along with replac- 
ing an additional 80 buses 
and refurbishing 280 vehi- 
cles. 

Several new services and 


routes are planned for the 
MiWay system, including a 
Derry Express line (Route 
104) that runs from Mead- 
owvale Town Centre to 
Westwood Square and ad- 
ditional buses on the Mal- 
ton Express (Route 107) 
and Meadowvale Express 
(Route 109) lines. 

The new routes will be a 
welcome presence in the 
city, said Crombie, who 
spoke about her hopes for 
the city and their innova- 
tion corridor. 

“Tt’s a city full of possibil- 
ities, and this new route is 
just one innovation.” 

Crombie’s sentiments 


were echoed by Bains, who 
noted how Pearson is a 
point of pride for the city, 
as well as a major transit 
hub for commuters and 
workers. 

“This airport has put the 
community and this city 
on display,” said Bains, 
who helped open the 
nearby Renforth MiWay 
station last year. “It’s 
about investing in people 
sure they have a meaning- 
ful and viable way to get to 
work.” 

For more information on 
the route, visit the City’s 
online trip planner at 
miway.ca/planatrip. 


Fencor celebrates move to Caledon with grand opening event 


Last month, Mississauga- 
based business Fencor Con- 
tracting Ltd. relocated to 
Caledon, and marked the oc- 
casion with a grand opening 
event on Oct. 19 at their new 
location on Wiggins Drive. 

Owner Andrew Savaglio, 
took the opportunity to 
speak about his business, 
which produced various 
types of fences for local mu- 
nicipalities and developers, 
and why he decided to make 
the move to Caledon. 


How did you get into this 
business? 

I started in the residential 
sector in Etobicoke, which 
served to be the best possi- 
ble learning experience. 
Projects were small but they 
ranged in all levels of style 
and difficulty. 

As I progressed, I was 
asked to do an infill project 
for a developer. It was small 
in their minds, but it was 


huge for me. I was immedi- 
ately hooked, but not for the 
reasons most would think. 

With residential, you meet 
a homeowner you do a proj- 
ect, and you move on. There 
is some repeat business, but 
for the most part you are 
dealing with new people 
every day. When working 
with the developer, I discov- 
ered that you build relation- 
ships, if you are honest and 
do good work, you get more 
work. A simple model. 

I started Fencor with a 
focus on working with de- 
velopers and municipalities. 
I began with a small office 
in the basement of my fa- 
ther’s salon in downtown 
Oakville. 

As I look back on that 
time, it was stressful but 
fun. 

After a couple of years, we 
grew enough that we could 
afford to rent a location that 
had an office and a yard. 


We moved by the airport in 
Mississauga and_ rented 
there for over 12 years. 

Fencor continued to grow, 
and by 2013, it was clear to 
me that we were going to 
run out of space. 

I wanted to purchase a 
property and started look- 
ing in Mississauga, but it 
was very expensive, and I 
couldn’t find anything per- 
fect for my business, so I ex- 
panded the search to 
Caledon. 

In late 2013, I secured the 
land on Wiggins and started 
the process. 

The new facility and yard 
perfectly suits our needs, 
and between office/ware- 
house staff and subcontrac- 
tors, we now employ 
approximately 40 people. 


Why are you locating your 
business in Caledon? 

Since the majority of my 
clients are developers, a lot 


of their work was going in 
the direction of north 
Brampton/Mayfield area. 
When I located on Wiggins, 
it was just a fit. We can 
service our clients in Klein- 
burg, Brampton, Oakville 
and Milton easily, while po- 
sitioning ourselves to be 
part of Caledon as well. 


What are your future plans 
for the business? 

Future plans, hopefully, 
continued growth, with 
more of a focus on munici- 
pal works. 


Is there anything that you 
do to keep your staff work- 
ing together as a team or to 
show appreciation for their 
hard work? 

1 like to think the satisfac- 
tion of my employees is on 
my mind daily. I am very 
fortunate to have sur- 
rounded myself with dedi- 
cated loyal employees from 


the start. 

That also includes the 
ones that have moved on. 
They have all contributed to 
the success of Fencor. For 
the employees that have 
been at Fencor since the be- 
ginning, Reserved Parking 
with their names was af- 
fixed to the building. 


What is your favourite 
thing to do in Caledon? 
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Outside of driving my kids 
to soccer games and various 
Caledon festivals, 1 am new 
to Caledon, so I haven’t done 
too many things. But, we 
moved in officially (two 
weeks) ago. 

Fencor Contracting Ltd. is 
located at 30 Wiggins Drive. 
For more information, call 
(416) 440-0832 or visit 
www.fencor.com. 
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by Frank Dale 


This past Nov. 14 marked 
the 30th anniversary of my 
first election to the position 
of Ward 4 Councillor in the 
City of Mississauga. 

Not quite so coincidently 
on that anniversary date, 
the Region of Peel honoured 
me with a farewell recep- 
tion in recognition of the 
completion of my term as 
Chair and retirement from 
elected and quasi-elected 
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office. 

Since the moment earlier 
this year when I informed 
my family, friends and 
Council colleagues of my in- 
tention not to seek a second 
term as Chair, I have been 
asked to reflect on the more 
significant benchmarks of 
those incredible 30 years. 

Understandably, there are 
too many to inventory; 
however, I could not help 


but reference a few anec- 
dotes when I made my final 
address to Council in Sep- 
tember. 

While the purpose of this 
message to the community 
is not to reflect on specific 
elements of my tenure, I 
would like to share with you 
the sentiment that is most 
ingrained. 

The gratification that I 
now enjoy from reflecting 


¥. P 
Council 
Chambers 
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on my experiences in public 
life would not have been 
possible without the sup- 
port, efforts, and participa- 
tion of so many people, 
beginning with my family, 
friends, and colleagues. 

No one individual can at- 
tain and maintain a career 
in elected office without the 
help of many people. In that 
regard, among numerous 
others, I was and remain 
eternally grateful and ap- 
preciative. 

Moreover, I am most 
grateful to the residents I 
had the privilege to serve 
these many years and who 
continued to honour me by 
returning me to City Hall. 
When one seeks to serve as 
a public servant, you do 
precisely that: serve the 
public. 

At this point in my life, as 
I prepare to begin my next 
chapter, I know that while 
what I hope to do next will 
be enjoyable, it could never 
be as satisfying and reward- 
ing. 

Consider that every day 
when I drive home to Mis- 
sissauga's Ward 4, where 


my wife Terri and I con- 
tinue to live, I view some 
tangible evidence of some- 
thing in the Ward that I had 
a hand in delivering. 

For example, I will pass 
by a park that families con- 
tinue to enjoy, or reacquaint 
myself with a traffic calm- 
ing measure that added an 
enhanced element of safety 
to a neighbourhood. 

In addition, I see exam- 
ples of the growth that Mis- 
sissauga and Peel Region 
experienced over the last 
thirty years and think of the 
collaborative efforts of Mis- 
sissauga Council and Peel 
Region Council in guiding 
that growth. 

All of this leads up to the 
message I would like to 
leave all of you, especially 
the young people of our 
community(s). Beyond my 
expression of appreciation, 
I would want to leave a 
message of hope; hope that 
many of you will consider 
devoting some of your pro- 
fessional life to public serv- 
ice and serving your friends 
and neighbours. 

Granted, while the hours 


Thank you for the privilege of serving Peel Region 


are long and, like any en- 
deavour, there indeed are 
frustrations, the rewards 
are limitless. 

Growing, dynamic, di- 
verse communities require 
dedicated and committed 
people to ensure that those 
same cities, towns, and re- 
gions become all that they 
can be; nothing happens on 
its own. 

I can assure you that 
should you devote some of 
your talents and energies to 
the purpose of serving oth- 
ers; you will get back much 
more than you give. I cer- 
tainly did, and I have all of 
you to thank. 

I am confident that those 
of you that take me up on 
this suggestion will take a 
fond look back at your 
term(s) and feel the same 
way I do now. 


Note: At the time of this 
writing, the Incoming Chair 
for the 2018/2022 Term had 
not been determined. The 
next Chair will be selected 
by the newly configured Peel 
Region Council on Dec. 6. 


Brampton’s Medtronic announces new Brampton Transit nets 
neurosurgery system 


Medtronic of Canada, 
which has its headquarters 
in Brampton, announced 
last Thursday that Health 
Canada has approved a li- 
cense for the company to 
sell a new medical system 
that aids in cranial neuro- 
surgery procedures. 

The new system, called 
the Visualase MRI-Guided 
Laser Ablation System, uses 
advanced MRI-guided laser 
ablation technology for use 
in major (resective) brain 
surgery, which often re- 
quires surgeons to navigate 
in the proximity of critical 
brain structures. 

The new laser system al- 
lows precise targeting of un- 
wanted harmful soft tissue, 
ablating them without dam- 
aging surrounding healthy 
tissue. 

Dr. Brian Toyota, a Cana- 
dian neurosurgeon, said ina 
statement last week that he 
was excited to see the tech- 
nology being made more 
readily available to those in 
need of major cranial sur- 
gery. "This introduction of 


minimally invasive laser 
technologies will greatly 
benefit those Canadians 
who battle with brain tu- 
mours," Toyota said in a re- 
lease. 

Visualase uses a small 
probe containing an optical 
fiber to deliver laser energy 
to the target area in the 
brain. 

As light is delivered 
through an applicator, tem- 
peratures in the target area 
begin to rise, destroying the 
unwanted soft tissue. 

Due to the minimally inva- 
sive nature of the procedure, 
patients typically go home 
the next day with less surgi- 
cal trauma, and little or no 
scarring. 

"The launch of Visualase 
means that physicians will 
have more options to reduce 
the need for invasive sur- 
gery," said Peter 
Tomashewski, senior direc- 
tor for Restorative Thera- 
pies at Medtronic. "We are 
pleased to offer this mile- 
stone innovation in Canada, 
and look forward to contin- 


ued collaboration with 
physicians to improve out- 
comes for their patients." 

Medtronic, which has its 
headquarters on Hereford 
Street in Brampton, cele- 
brated its 50th anniversary 
earlier this year. 

The company employs 


more than 1,100 workers 
throughout the country, and 
supplies medical technology 
and services to hospitals, 
physicians and _ patients 
throughout the country. 

For more information, 
visit the company website at 
www.medtronic.ca. 


service award 


Brampton Transit re- 
ceived a major honor last 
week during an awards con- 
ference hosted by the coun- 
try’s biggest urban transit 
group. 

The local transit system 

icked up the Service Excel- 

ence award for its Ziim Bus 

Rapid Transit service (BRT) 
during the Canadian Urban 
Transit Association (CUTA) 
annual conference in 
Toronto. 

Urban planners and tran- 
sit professionals from across 
Canada attended the annual 
event, which hands out cor- 
porate awards in categories 
such as Innovation and En- 
vironment. The Service Ex- 
cellence award was 
specifically created this year 
to recognize the success and 
ridership growth of Bramp- 
ton’s service, which 
launched in 2018. 

The transit provider now 
has five routes that service 
major corridors across the 
city, making local and re- 
gional connections. 

In September, the Ziim 
Bovaird service was ex- 


tended to Malton GO Sta- 
tion. 

Since 2009, the city's pop- 
ulation has grown by 22 per 
cent, while Brampton Tran- 
sit's ridership has increased 
by over 120 per cent. Rider- 
ship continues to grow in 
2018. As of Aug. 2018, rid- 
ership has increased by 17 
per cent compared to 2017. 

Key to Brampton Transit’s 
success are overall im- 
proved service, a great cus- 
tomer experience and 
advanced technology that 
supports both the service 
and the experience, said 
general manager Alex Milo- 
jevic. 

"The award in Service Ex- 
cellence from CUTA is an 
honour for our city and 
transit system,” Milojevic 
said. “We’re working hard to 
continue to deliver the kind 
of service residents expect 
from a major, urban, for- 
ward-thinking city. We re- 
main committed to our 
riders, to an innovative and 
smart transit system and to 
service excellence.” 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


lage 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


| PDN November 28_Layout 1 2018-11-28 12:53 PM Page 14 


SPORTS 


Nov. 28, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | SPORTS 14 


It was a weekend full of 
highs and lows, as_ the 
Brampton Bombers and 
Brampton Admirals junior 
teams kicked off the week- 
end with a banner initiative 
to raise much-needed funds 
for one of the region’s busiest 
hospitals. 

The annual Pink in the 
Rink fundraiser saw the Ad- 
mirals don special-edition 
jerseys as they sought to 
break through a $5,000 
funding goal for Headwaters 
Regional Hospital. 

Not only did the Jr A team 
meet their goal, but they 
raised a combined $8,500 
with the Bombers fundraiser 
two weeks earlier. This 
brings the Jr A total donated 
to Headwaters Regional Hos- 
pital to $30,500 over the last 
eight years. 

However, the Bombers 
couldn't put the skids on 
their losing ways Friday 
night. 

For the second straight 
game, they held a lead but 


/IPCOMING HOME GAMES:,, 


.| SUNDAY NOV. 12 
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couldn’t steer it home, falling 
5-3 to the Brantford 99ers. 

Remy Dalben and Ivan 
Brewer both scored on the 
powerplay while Seth Coul- 
ter found the back of the net 
for his first goal in the Junior 
‘B’ ranks. Brandan Fisher ex- 
tends his point streak to 
three games with two as- 
sists; David Giancola had 21 
saves in the loss. 

Admirals forward Rocco 
Andreacchi collected an as- 
sist in four games as part of 
the Eastern Canada Cup in 
Trenton, while Captain Hud- 
son Lambert was forced to 
bow out with a lower body 
injury he sustained last Sun- 
day against the Georgetown 
Raiders. 

The Admirals engaged in a 
home and home set with the 
goers. Thursday in Brantford 
saw five different goal scor- 
ers in a 5-3 win. Travis Smith 
stopped 27 saves in the vic- 
tory... in the rematch Satur- 
day 73 shots were fired on 
goal which led to 12 markers 


as the Admirals outlast the 
ggers 7-5. 

Rocco Andreacchi and 
David Mastropaolo both ex- 
tend their point streaks to six 
games; Travis Smith was 
credited with the win mak- 
ing 21 saves in relief of Matt 
Lukic. 

Next Friday and Saturday 
(Dec. 7 & 8), the Bombers 
and Admirals will be hosting 
the Teddy Bear Toss at 
Brampton Memorial Arena, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. on 
Friday and 8:30 p.m. on Sat- 


uday. 
Proceeds from the Teddy 
Bear Toss. will _ benefit 


Brampton Civic Hospital’s 
Pediatrics Department, and 
will help support the pur- 
chase of toys for patients. 

For more information on 
the Teddy Bear Toss and up- 
coming Bombers and Admi- 
rals games, visit the team 
website at bramptonadmi- 
rals.pointstreaksites.com or- 
bramptonbombers.pointstre 
aksites.com. 


Beast Go 1-3, Win On Wands and Wizards Night 


by Benedict Rhodes 


The Brampton Beast 
played four games this past 
week, losing their first two 
before winning at home on 
Sunday and falling on Tues- 
day. 

On Nov. 22, the Beast were 
in Fort Wayne to take on the 
Komets. After a scoreless 
opening period, the Komets 
took the lead just 18 seconds 
into the second. Daniel 
Ciampini equalized for the 
Beast at 5:00. 

Jake Kamrass restored the 
lead for the Komets at 8:52 
before Justin Hodgman 
made it 3-1 for the home 
side at 10:29. Jordan Henry 
added a second goal for the 
Beast at the beginning of the 
third period, but the home 
side held on and took the 3- 
2 victory. 

On Friday, the Beast were 
at the Huntington Centre in 
Toledo, Ohio for a rematch 
against the Walleye. After 
the Walleye opened the 
scoring in the first period, 


Brampton equalized early in 
the second thanks to a goal 
from David Pacan. 

The Walleye re-took the 
lead a few minutes later be- 
fore goals from Erik Brad- 
ford and Nathan Todd gave 
the Beast a 3-2 lead going 
into the third period. 

Jordan Topping tied the 
game at 3-3 at 9:31, but the 


Beast responded quickly, 
taking a 5-3 lead after goals 
from David Pacan and 
Daniel Ciampini. It seemed 
as though Brampton were 
going to get a victory, but 
within the last 2.5 minutes 
of the third period, the Wall- 
eye scored two goals, with 
the equalizing goal being 
scored with just 13 seconds 


NIA 


left in regulation. Nobody 
could win in overtime so a 
shootout was needed to de- 
cide the winner. 

Brampton missed all three 
shootout attempts and the 
Walleye converted one, and 
the home side ended up vic- 
torious. 

Back at home on Sunday, 
it was time to match up 


against the Worcester Rail- 
ers. It was "Wands and Wiz- 
ards" night at the CAA 
Centre, so fans were dressed 
in their best Harry Potter- 
themed gear and there were 
magical events during the 
intermissions, such as 
"Quidditch," being played by 
the University of Guelph 
Quidditch Club. 

The on-ice product was 
just as entertaining as both 
teams were battling for the 
victory. After 40 minutes of 
scoreless hockey, David 
Pacan finally gave the Beast 
the lead, following his goal 
with a special celebration, 
waving his stick around like 
a wand. After Boston Leier 
doubled Brampton's lead, it 
seemed like Brampton 
would cruise to victory. 

Tyler Mueller made it in- 
teresting, bringing the Rail- 
ers within one with just 61 
seconds remaining, but 
Pacan would add an empty- 
net goal, sealing a 3-1 vic- 


tory for the Beast. 

On Tuesday, the Beast 
hosted the Worcester Rail- 
ers again at the CAA Centre, 
their first "school game" of 
the season. The Beast got off 
to a quick lead, as Ryan 
Scarfo gave the home side a 
1-0 lead less than 5 minutes 
into the first period. 

Matthew Gaudreau equal- 
ized for the visitors at the 
3:50 mark of the second pe- 
riod, and after a scoreless 
third period, forced over- 
time. Three minutes and 39 
seconds into the extra pe- 
riod, Dylan Willock found 
the back of the net for the 
Railers, earning his side the 
2-1 victory. 

The Beast will now go on 
a busy five game road trip, 
visiting the Newfoundland 
Growlers, the Worcester 
Railers and the Adirondack 
Thunder in the span of eight 
days before they finally re- 
turn home on Dec. 9. 
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Bombers Bring “Pink in the Rink” to Memorial Arena 
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by Brendan Lang 


The Steelheads have been 
playing some of their best 
hockey leading up to this 
week of play, with their re- 
cent winning streak being 
highlighted with many 
great performances. 

They were poised to keep 
those terrific performances 
going this week - but plans 
change. 

Mississauga’s first con- 
test came on Nov. 22 in 
London against the 
Knights. This game was 
packed with scoring and it 
all started with Owen Tip- 
pett giving Mississauga a 
goal advantage in period 
one. 

London would storm 
back, however, scoring 
three times to take a com- 
manding 3-1 lead. Still in 
the first frame, Cole Carter 
and Alan _ Lyszczarczyk 
scored power play goals to 
even the game at three. 

Shortly after the Knights’ 
power play went to work, 
Adam _ Bogqvist restored 


their lead. The high flying 
period ended with the 
Steelheads stuck one. 
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The narrative changed in 
the second period as only 
two goals were scored in 
the stanza, both by London 
as they now led by three. 

In the third Alex Formen- 
ton put the game away for 
the Knights scoring once. 
Ryan McLeod would get the 
trout one goal in the dying 
minutes of the third, but it 
wasn’t nearly enough for a 
comeback. London ran 
away with the win, 7-4. 

The Trout travelled back 
home and looked for some 
home cooking against the 
North Bay Battalion on Fri- 
day. The Battalion jumped 
out of the gates and played 
with a fast pace in the first 
frame scoring three quick 
goals to give them an early 
3-0 edge. 

With about a minute to 
go in the period, Steel- 
heads’ Adam Varga got 
them one as they trailed by 
two as time ran out in the 
ist. 

Only one goal was scored 
throughout the entirety of 
the second period as Luke 
Moncada restored the three 


goal lead for North Bay. 
Again, the third period 
started with the Steelheads 
in a big hole. 

Defenceman Thomas 
Harley got the Fish back in 
a two goal game. But once 
again that was erased by 
the Battalion as they closed 
out the win 5-2, handing 
Mississauga their second 
loss in as many nights. 

On Sunday, Mississauga 
went out to Sudbury for a 
date with the Division- 
leading Wolves. 

The Steelheads’ first pe- 
riod woes continued as 
they surrendered two 
unanswered goals. In the 
second period, the Trout 
began to pick up tempo, but 
had nothing to show for it 
as neither team could 
muster a goal in the period. 

That meant Mississauga 
trailed by two heading to 
the final period of play on 
the verge of their third 
straight loss. Tippett gave 
Mississauga’s offense some 
much needed life in the 
third- after Mississauga 
got a power play, Tippett 
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Baked Goods, Hot Chocolate, 
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Tough week sees Steelheads fall out of Central 


scored to cut the Wolves 
lead in half. 

His goal was answered 
later on in the period by 
Darian Pilon who scored 
his second goal of the game 
and made the Steelheads 
hopes of a comeback slim. 

However, they showed 
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fight until the final buzzer 
as Tippett scored his sec- 
ond of the period but they 
couldn’t find that equaliz- 
ing goal as the Wolves won 
a close 3-2 game. 

Now Mississauga will 
need to rebound next week 
when they take the ice 


——__— 


three times. First, the Trout 
will see Barrie tomorrow 
Nov. 29 for a 7:30 start. 

Then, they will return 
home for Friday’s game 
against Hamilton before 
once again travelling to 
Sudbury to play the Wolves 
on Sunday. 


OF ‘TWAS THE BITE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


BER 10THat CABIN 
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© COCKTAILS 
S®APPETIZERS 

© EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS 
© DOOR PRIZES 
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VODKA TASTINGS 


All proceeds from this event will go directly to 


Thank you for supporting this very worthy cause 
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bank.org 


HONORARY CHAIR 
WARD 1 COUNCILLOR 


STEPHEN DASKO 
for tickets or information Contact us at 
twasthebitebefore@gmail.com 
or call 905-306-8000 
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www.facebook.com/TwasthebitebeforeChristmas 
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Holiday season kicks off in Caledon this weekend 


by Alex Gregory 


Caledon will ring in the 
festive season this week- 
end, as a host of events and 
parades will take place dur- 
ing the annual Christmas in 
the Village celebrations! 

This Saturday, Dec. 1, 
thousands of children and 
their parents will line High- 
way 50 as the annual 
Bolton Kinsmen Santa 
Claus Parade makes its way 
down the centre of the 
Town. 

As many as 60 floats rep- 
resenting many of the local 
organizations and_ busi- 
nesses will be participating 
in the annual event, which 
begins at 11 a.m. and will 
run along Highway 50, 
from Queensgate Blvd to 
Centennial Road. 

Bands from as far away as 
Sudbury, Toronto and Mis- 
sissauga will also be taking 
part in the parade, which 
has a "What Christmas 
Means to Me" theme for 
this year. 

The parade dates back to 
1973, when a local group 
that had been organizing 
the annual Bolton Santa 
Claus Parade for several 
years was in desperate need 
of additional manpower to 


help put on the Parade. 

At a Santa Claus Parade 
meeting that year, it was 
decided that it would be 
best for the Parade if the 
Kinsmen Club of Bolton 
were to take over the run- 
ning of the Parade. The rest 
is history. 

Several holiday events 
will also be taking place in 
and around Caledon this 
weekend, including: 

- Christmas in the Village: 
On Friday, Nov. 30, Stage 
Academy Theatre Associa- 
tion (in partnership with 
the Bolton Community 
Crew and the Bolton BIA) 
will present a festive event 
in the downtown core at 1 
King Street, with activities, 
food trucks and more, be- 
ginning at 6:30 p.m. Pro- 
ceeds from the event will 
benefit Special Olympics 
Caledon. For more informa- 
tion, visit 
facebook.com/boltoncom- 
munitycrew. 

- Annual Bake Sale: Caven 
Community Church will be 
running their annual bake 
sale alongside the Santa 
Claus Parade, beginning at 
10 a.m. at 110 King Street 
West. Warm up with some 


hot chocolate and hotdogs 
and pick up some delicious 
baked goods! For more de- 
tails, visit caven-life.org. 

- Cookies With Santa: The 
Margaret Dunn Valleywood 
Library (20 Snelcrest Drive) 
will be hosting this fun fes- 
tive event, which runs on 
Dec. 1, beginning at 10 a.m. 
Open to children of all ages, 
the event will include 
crafts, activities, treats and 
avery special story read by 
Santa. Admission is $8.85 
per child. For more infor- 
mation, call (905) 584- 
2272, ext. 7323 or email 
recreation@caledon.ca. 

- Holiday Gift Card Work- 
shop: Albion/Bolton Li- 
brary (150 Queen Street 
South) will be holding a 
free holiday cardmaking 
workshop, beginning at 
1:30 p.m. Whether you are 
a crafty person or want to 
explore your artistic talent, 
this workshop will help you 
create your own greeting 
cards for the holiday sea- 
son. This is an all-ages 
workshop - to register, 
e m a i 1 
programs @caledon.li- 
brary.on.ca or call (905) 
857-1400. 


- Caledon Village Tree 
Lighting: The Caledon Vil- 
lage Association will hold 
their annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony on Dec. 1, begin- 
ning at 5:30 p.m. at the cor- 


ner of Highway 10 and 
Charleston Standard. This 
year’s event includes re- 
turning entertainer Bum- 
bling Bert, a silent auction, 
toy drive and much more! 


To learn more, email cale- 
donvillage@rogers.com. 

For more information on 
the Santa Claus Parade, 
visit www.boltonkin.com. 


Caledon Library looking for new board members 


Caledon’s public library 
system is looking for a 
few good men and women 
to help them advise and 
shape the direction of the 
Town’s library system for 
the next four years. 

The Town is seeking 
seven community-minded 
residents to serve on the 
Public Library Board for 
the 2018-2022 Term of 
Council, with applications 
being accepted until Dec. 
7 at 4:30 p.m. 

Board members who 
serve will help set the 
strategic direction and 
overall vision of the li- 
brary system moving for- 
ward, utilizing strategies 
and planning techniques. 

The board will also han- 


dle a number of major ini- 
tiatives and directives re- 
lated to the library, 
including: 

- Establishing operating 
and administrative policy 
within the framework of 
government legislation 


and regulations; 
- Overseeing the li- 
brary’s finances in accor- 


dance with public 
accounting principles and 
requirements; 


- Monitoring overall ef- 
fectiveness of the library 


50 CALEDON 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


in meeting community 
needs in an efficient and 
effective manner; 

The Library Board holds 
ten regular meetings a 
year, which are scheduled 
on the evening of the third 
Monday of each month 


(with the exception of 
February and July. 
Additional time commit- 


ments may arise as 
needed for committee 
meetings, conferences, 


workshops and other pur- 
poses. 


for all reasons 


Applicants for the board 
positions must be at least 
18 years old, a current 
Caledon resident and not 
an employee of the Town 
or the library system. 

Application forms can be 
downloaded online (by 
visiting the Caledon web- 
site at 
caledon.library.on.ca/abo 
ut/board/default.aspx), 
by picking one up at Cale- 
don Town Hall (6311 Old 
Church Road) or by call- 
ing (905)584-2272, ext. 
2366 

The completed form can 
be submitted by e-mailing 
Caledon Legislative Serv- 
ices at legislative.ser- 
vices@caledon.com. 
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Health and Wellness - The Blame Game 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


What is it about blame that 
we have to find someone else 
to point our finger at? 

It’s definitely not my fault. 
If they had done it right, 
everything would have been 
good. 

So where does our respon- 
sibility end and then we will 
know what we can blame 
everyone else for. Usually it 
starts with our parents and 
that they didn’t raise us right 
or didn’t give us everything 
we needed. They should have 
been there more for us. 

Next, the schools we went 
to weren’t the best or our 
teachers weren’t that good. 
On and on it can go. Our re- 
lationships weren’t that good 
and I didn’t get what I needed 
from it! Our jobs didn’t give 
us enough money, recogni- 
tion or payback. If only I 
knew, I wouldn’t have both- 
ered working there. I still 
have to find a job which gives 
me everything I need! 

Our marriages/relation- 
ships break down, and then 
they blame us for it when it 
was their fault. Our children 
didn’t like being around us 
because the other parent was 
so negative and all they 
wanted to do was fight. Sex 


was another thing that at one 
time was great, and then it 
just fell apart and wasn’t as 
good. I finally stopped trying. 

I am always amazed how 
nobody takes responsibility 
for their life and how their 
life is always a mess. The 
same people just keep coming 
into their lives and it is the 
same. Why is that? 

I have had so many classes, 
and at times there comes 
someone who no matter how 
I give them self-help tips tells 
me that it won’t work for 
them. 

Iask them to just try it, but 
they say they tried it once and 
it didn’t work so why try it 
again. 

One person said they medi- 
tated every day and it was 
wonderful, but then they had 
to get up and live their life 
which was lousy and they 
didn’t know what to do with 
it. I said to bring your medi- 
tation feelings into your life. 
They said that was impossible 
and again I said just try to 
keep the same feeling. They 
finally walked away, saying it 
wouldn’t work. 

As children, we don’t have 
the same problems because 
we can always go outside and 


play and forget about them. 

What is a beautiful summer 
or cold wintry day but an in- 
vitation to play? We could al- 
ways find something to do. So 
where did those days go? 
Why don’t we see them any- 
more? 

One person I know tells me 
how stupid everyone else is 
and he always has a problem 
with getting on with his life. 
Why is that? Why do they use 
a lens where everyone else is 
the problem and not them? 

It is time to take responsi- 
bility and change our lives to 
what we want to have. 

Our job, our everyday life, 
our relationships are chosen 
by us and we react and act in 
the way we choose so why 
can’t we choose differently? 

We can - but do we want 
to? Even if I say maybe it isn’t 
the other’s fault but how can 
we change it for and in our- 
selves - that is very difficult. 

I used to have a series of 
classes once a week, and that 
was better than a one-off. 
The more we interacted, the 
better they understood and 
then changes were easier. 
Once the awareness starts 
happening, then they see 
things differently. 


Awareness is asking your- 
self, “Why is this happening 
and what can I do about it?” 

It isn’t about stepping out 
of the problem but allowing 
yourself to see it in a better 
perspective. It is like taking 
it apart and putting the pieces 
back together and realizing 
that some pieces can be elim- 
inated. 

It is about you asking your- 
self what can you do differ- 
ently. 

When we can change our 
perspective, then we can 


change how we handle our 
life situations. That is what it 
is about. Blame is just about 


not wanting to take responsi- 
bility so we don’t have to do 
anything and it is never our 
fault. There are plenty of 
people we can blame and 
drive away from us. Is that 
what we want? 

Sex is a big way to see what 
we think of ourselves. When 
it is fresh, it is all about find- 
ing ways to be better and find 
what works for them. 

As time goes by, they get 
bored and don’t work as hard. 
Then they are bored with 
their partner and they aren’t 
living up to what they want 
from them. 

The arguments start and it 


eventually separates them 
and there is always someone 
else who is available. They 
don’t have to settle with what 
they already have - no fun 
there! 

So, who is to blame for how 
you live your life - you are! 
Who is to blame for what you 
have gone through and where 
your life is - you are! 

Are you ready to change it 
and take responsibility for it? 
Remember, you can only 
change what you are aware 
of. Healing starts when you 
become aware and treat your- 
self with kindness and love! 

Is it time? 


Hundreds of residents hit 
the streets to watch some of 
the city’s biggest bands and 
community groups march in 
the annual Streetsville Santa 
Claus Parade, which took 
place this past Sunday. 

Local dignitaries, march- 
ing bands, representatives 
from fire and police depart- 
ments and sports teams 
were just some of the acts 
that took part in the parade, 


which marched down Queen 
Street through the village 
core. More than 30 floats 
also took part in the parade. 

This year’s event marked a 
triumphant return for the 
parade after last year’s edi- 
tion was cancelled due to a 
funding change. With the 
help of the Region of Peel 
providing a subsidy, this 
year’s parade went off with- 
out a hitch! 


The parade 


is Missis- 
sauga’s longest running hol- 
iday event, dating back to the 
city’s incorporation in 1974. 

A second Santa Claus Pa- 
rade will be held this coming 
Sunday (Dec. 2), running 
from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. at the 
Erin Mills Auto Centre, lo- 
cated at 2560 Motorway 
Boulevard. 


Heritage Mississauga hosts 
open house 


Following up on_ the 
launch of their annual food 
drive, Heritage Mississauga 
will bring some good tid- 
ings and cheer to the com- 
munity during their annual 
open house, which takes 
place on Tuesday, Dec. 11! 

Visitors can come out to 
enjoy some light refresh- 
ment and hors d’oeurves at 
The Grange, one of the 
city’s oldest historic houses 
that was built in 1828. 

This year’s selection of 


holiday cheer includes the 
new exhibit, “Hurontario 
Street: Linking Peel” in the 
Discovery Centre gallery, 
meet-and-greets with Her- 
itage Mississauga staff, 
Christmas carols, an out- 
door fire... and a 58th 
birthday cake! 

Visitors are also invited to 
bring a non-perishable do- 
nation for the Deacon's 
Cupboard Food Bank to 
help those less fortunate at 
this holiday time. The event 


is part of the organization’s 
holiday food drive, which 
kicked off Tuesday and will 
run through the open house 
on Dec. 11. 

The event will run from 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. at The 
Grange, located at 1921 
Dundas Street West. 

For more information, 
call Heritage Mississauga at 
(905) 828-8411, ext 0, or 
email info@heritagemissis- 
sauga.org. 
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Mississauga Arts Council Hosts Motown Masquerade 
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Port Credit celebrates “Christmas at the Lighthouse” 


Kick off the jolliest holi- 
day with your family and 
friends this weekend, as 
Christmas comes to Port 
Credit! 

The village will ring in 
the holiday season on Dec. 
1 with the Christmas at the 
Lighthouse event, which 
runs throughout the day 
and feature a variety of ac- 
tivities - and of course, an 
appearance by Santa - to 
delight audiences young 
and old, all in support of 
The Compass Food Bank. 

The fun-filled family 
event starts at 1 p.m., 
where friends, families 
and pets can have selfie 
pictures taken with Santa 
in his sleigh. There is no 
cost for the photos, but do- 
nations to The Compass 
Foodbank are encouraged. 

A variety of interactive 
ice sculptures and a carv- 
ing demonstration will 
also will be at the event. 
Children can take part in 
the “Kids Cool Canvas Ac- 
tivity” - a great opportu- 
nity to paint their own 
murals on ice allowing 
their inner creativity to 
show. 

Challenge friends, sib- 
lings and parents to a 
game of Ring Toss, a game 
that includes seven inter- 


esting ice sculpture de- 
signs and rubber rings. 

At 3 p.m. don’t miss the 
exceptional carving 
demonstration with a pro- 
fessional who will show 
the process behind an ice 


sculpture. 
Check out the various 
kids’ craft workshops. 


Drop into the storytelling 
tent to relax and listen to 
some of children’s 
favourite Christmas sto- 
ries. Face painting, jug- 
gling and balloon figures 
add more to the joyful ex- 
perience. 

Moms and Dads will 
enjoy the festive artisan 
market, which offers shop- 
ping opportunities that in- 
clude hostess gifts, 
handcrafted jewellery, leg 
art, toys, exclusive adult 
and children’s clothing, 
home wares, and more. 

In this season of giving, 
help those in need by 
building a mountain of 
food for The Compass - 
bring a non-perishable 
food item. 

Music will fill the hearts 
of all visitors as River 
North, featuring Heather 
Brissenden and Matt 
Zaddy, will perform some 
of their songs as well as 
sing-a-long carols. 


From 5 - 6 p.m. join the 
Lighthouse Lighting festiv- 
ities. Prior to the Port 
Credit iconic Lighthouse 
coming to life sporting its 
seasonal colours, enjoy 
caroling with River North 
and watch the Mississauga 
Children’s Choir illuminate 
the area with entertain- 
ment. 

Mayor Bonnie Crombie, 
MPP Rudy Cuzzetto, MP 
Sven Spengemann and 
Ward 1 Councillor-Elect 
Stephen Dasko will be 
joining the event to chat 
with the crowd and offer 
special Christmas wishes 
for the season. 

Santa will also. be 
strolling the ceremony to 
see who is naughty and 
nice. 

Free hot chocolate will 
be served, sponsored by 
Edenshaw, during the cel- 
ebrations. 

The Christmas at the 
Lighthouse event will be 
located on the south side 
of the Port Credit Light- 
house at 105 Lakeshore 
Road West (southeast cor- 
ner of Lakeshore Road and 
Front Street). Festivities 
run from 1 - 6 p.m. 

For more information on 
the event, visit www.port- 
credit.com. 
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Brampton hosts first-ever 2040 Vision Youth Symposium 


As part of the ongoing 
conversation about the 
Brampton 2040 Vision, the 
Brampton is inviting local 
high school students to be 
part of an upcoming youth 
symposium that’s billed as 
the first of its kind. 

The 2040 Vision Youth 
Symposium is taking place 
this Saturday (Dec. 1) at 
Brampton City Hall in the 
downtown core from 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m., followed by a 
social event from 5 - 8 p.m. 

The event will give 
Brampton’s youth an oppor- 
tunity to share their ideas 
on how to bring the Vision 
to life. Participants will 
choose an area of interest — 
environment, transporta- 
tion, jobs, recreation, 
health, social issues, or arts 
and culture - and work to- 
gether to start developing 
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an action plan for the fu- 
ture. 

Community innovation 
and resiliency manager An- 
tonietta Minichillo says that 
the symposium is a way to 


challenge the City and the 
community to talk about 
big ideas, test them out, 
and make them their own. 

“As one of Canada’s 
youngest cities, our youth 


are a critical part of those 
conversations,” Minichillo 
said Tuesday. 

The day will include free 
breakfast and lunch, work- 
shop sessions, perform- 


—e- 


ances, presentations and 
more. To register, visit 
bramptonyouthsympo- 
sium.eventbrite.com. 

It is preferable that par- 
ticipants bring their own 


laptop, but the City will 
loan out laptops for the day 
to ensure the broadest 
range of participation. 

“Whether they’re  ac- 
tivists, artists, athletes or 
entrepreneurs, our youth 
have great ideas and impor- 
tant things to say. This 
symposium is an ideal op- 
portunity for them to de- 
bate, deliberate, and help 
determine what they want 
their city to look like by 
2040,” Mayor Linda Jeffrey 
said in a statement. 

The Brampton 2040 Vi- 
sion, unanimously en- 
dorsed by City Council this 
past May, focuses on seven 
key vision themes and 28 
specific actions to make 
them happen. 

To learn more about the 
2040 Vision, visit bramp- 
ton.ca/2040vision. 
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Peel Matters - McDougald’s Final Message 


by Catherine Soplet 


Just ahead of signing off 
from a 30-year stint as 
Peel District School Board 
Trustee, and 20 years as 
Chair of the Board, Janet 
McDougald will sign a 
final letter to the Ontario 
Minister of Education to 


This past Sunday, ICNA 
Relief Canada organized a 
seminar on ‘Artificial intel- 
ligence and Future Jobs' 
geared towards highschool 
students and their parents 
at the Meadowvale Com- 
munity Centre. 

The seminar looked at re- 
cent trends in the artificial 
intelligence industry and 
provided directions for stu- 
dents who wish to focus 
their technical education to- 


share concerns raised by 
parent and school com- 
munities. 

At issue is the mid-Octo- 
ber announcement to 


‘pause’ the release of Par- 
ents Reaching Out grant 
funding for school coun- 


wards AI careers. Live 
demos of artificial intelli- 
gence were also showcased 
during the seminar. 

The event was attended 
by people from all across 
the Greater Toronto Area, 
with many undergraduate 
students and professionals 
being in attendance. 

This was the first year that 
ICNA Relief Canada held 
such an event, and it aims to 
continue hosting seminars 


cils as the Ontario govern- 
ment re-evaluates its fi- 
nancial priorities for 
public education. 

Now, as the first term 
nears completion, 
planned school council ac- 
tivities may not material- 


for parents and youth. 
Youth and parents were 
equally engaged in the event 
and asked questions regard- 
ing panelists who were 
working in AI related jobs. 
Several participants were 
of the view that highschool 
students lacked guidance, 
and said they appreciated 
ICNA Relief Canada's con- 
tribution in filling the gap. 


ize if grants are not re- 
ceived very soon. Even 
worse, advance deposits 
made last spring to secure 
fall bookings will be lost. 

Like everywhere else, 
school council budgets are 
pencil slim these days. 

"The frustration ex- 
pressed by parents has in- 
creased due to the lack of 
official communication 
from the Ministry of Edu- 
cation on the status of the 
program," McDougald's 
letter states. 

"We request clarity on 
the status of the Parents 
Reaching Out grants pro- 
gram to fund parent en- 
gagement projects." 

The school council 
grants are designed to 
support parents to create 
local solutions in support 
of student achievement, 
human rights, equity and 
well-being. The program 
has grown steadily since 
2006, and gathered mo- 
mentum in the last three 
years. 

In 2015-16, funding of 
$104,620 distributed over 
109 schools. In 2016-2017, 
funding of $130,518 was 


distributed over 134 
school councils. In 2017- 
2018, funding of $153,739 
served 157 schools. Min- 
istry of Education listings 
show that, once a school 
establishes its first proj- 
ect, it tends to continue to 
get another grant just 
about every year. 

Some special larger scale 
projects put $25,000 to- 
wards activities for out- 
reach and integration of 
Syrian refugee families 
with host schools in a 
high-needs Mississauga 
neighbourhood, and an- 
other project in Brampton 
which focussed to encour- 
age parental supports for 
marginalized student pop- 
ulations. 

Smaller-scale projects 
undertaken by individual 
school councils created 
family math nights, or 
held small-group discus- 
sions on youth mental 
health. 

Clusters of schools 
would help parents better 
understand their students' 
choices in academic path- 
ways including secondary 
school specialist pro- 
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grams. 

Other Ontario school 
boards have voiced their 
concerns. On October 18, 
Hamilton Wentworth Dis- 
trict School Board issued 
its statement to the Minis- 
ter of Education. 

On Oct. 31, CBC re- 
ported that Thames Valley 
District School Board 
Chair, Matt Reid said that 
to pause the grants for 
even one year would ‘have 
a detrimental effect on 
parent engagement going 
forward, with a ripple ef- 
fect impact on student 
success. 

Janet McDougald says 
the Peel Board's list 
demonstrates the im- 
mense value and impact 
that Parents Reaching Out 
grants have had in just a 
few short years. 

"As a board, we are 
thankful that the Ministry 
of Education has provided 
this funding , and whole- 
hearted support the con- 
tinuation of the PRO 
Grant program." she con- 
cluded in the letter to the 
Minister of Education. 
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